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"Christ is Risen, he is Risen indeed Alleluia." 
 
God of Grace, in the Risen Jesus, we celebrate with joyful hearts, a renewed life once again.  
Continue to inspire us through the Holy Spirit to grow continually in your grace and love. 
Amen. 
 
Today, the church universal celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Saviour. 
 
The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the most significant event of all history  
   - it is God's endorsement of all that Jesus said and did during his life among us 
   - it is the sign and seal of God's approval upon him 
   - it is the event by which all the other events in the life of Christ are validated and confirmed. 
With the first Easter there still those who were close to Jesus that did not believe that he had been 
raised from the dead. 
They had to be convinced by his presence among them that the empty tomb was much than a grave 
theft. 
Thomas needed to see the wounds of Good Friday in order to believe. 
 
Yet in the end - they were all convinced.  
They were convinced despite their initial unbelief of the reports that they heard. 
They were convinced despite their sure knowledge that Jesus had died. 
They were convinced despite their instinct to regard what is dead as being dead and that they will 
finally come to terms with it. 
In fact they were so convinced - that they spent the rest of their lives telling others about Jesus and 
about how God had anointed him with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went about 
proclaiming forgiveness of sin and peace with God and doing good and healing all who were under 
the power of the Satan, and how he was at last killed - though he was   innocent of any crime; how, 
in fact, in accordance with the scriptures, he was crucified, died, and was buried for our sakes - and 
then raised by God from the dead on the third day. 
 
That is the message that we heard Peter proclaim, and is the message of the entire church since the 
first Easter Sunday. 
 
Christ is Risen, he is Risen indeed Alleluia. 
Peter give us more when he says, "he is the one whom God has appointed as judge of the living and 
the dead.” 
Oh yes Jesus gives us life - here and now - and in the world to come - to all who believe in him.  
He forgives the sin of all who trust in his name. 
That was why the hymn writer could write, Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a 
wretch like me.... 
 
Everything, the word of Jesus - the life of Jesus - the teachings of Jesus is made true by his 
resurrection, a resurrection that God grants to him on account of his faithful obedience and his love. 
And the teaching of Jesus that is made true by his resurrection is that we too will be raised: 
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- raised not only from a life of sin to a life of righteousness in which we commune with God as we 
journey in       this life now.  
- raised not only from a life of anxiety and fear to a life of trust and hope in which we radiate the 
light of Christ encouragement to those around us. 
 - raised not only from a life of doubt to a life of certainty and faith in which we proclaim peace and 
help            make peace through the power of God's Spirit. 
But yes - raised from death, raised from the tomb, raised from the grave, raised from dust and ashes, 
raised to a new and glorious life with our God of grace and love. 
 
Christ is Risen, he is Risen indeed Alleluia. 
 
What does this renewed life mean for you and me then? 
For Paul, the resurrection was a fact established for him by his own unexpected encounter with the 
Risen Lord, an encounter that changed him from one who sought to destroy the early church to one 
who helped to build it. 
Paul then goes on urging us to set our minds on things above rather than earthly things:  
In other words - to set our minds on what it is that God has done and continues to do in us.  
Many of you need to know that God’s has answered many of our prayers we brought before him on 
behalf of others near and dear, known and unknown, and for that we just give him all the glory.  
With Christ, we have been entrusted with the care of this world and been told to do justice and to 
love kindness and to walk humbly with our God. 
 
Today God himself embraces us and we are able to embrace Him in our celebration. 
Those who have died with Christ are raised with Him. 
This is our faith, so when we affirm our faith and renew our baptismal vows in a short while – let us 
do so with conviction.  Amen. 
 

_____________________________ 


